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and ladies made it a point of honor to appear in as
grand dress as possible. The French nobility moved
to and fro in a most brilliant procession, and the for-
eigners who were present were amazed at its incom-
parable splendor.

At the ball of June 8, the Grand Duke uttered
one of those happy phrases which won for him much
reputation during his stay in France. Louis XVI.,
who was surrounded by a throng of courtiers, among
whom was the Russian prince, complained of being
incommoded by the crowd. Then, when every one
was intimidated by this remark of the King's, the
Grand Duke said, " Sire, excuse me; I have become
so thoroughly a Frenchman, that like them I thought
I could not get too near Your Majesty." He danced
with the Queen. Marie Antoinette, who was then
in the full flower of her beauty, had never been
more gracious or more imposing. In the course
of the ball she said to the Baroness d'Oberkirch,
with her customary kindliness: " Speak a little
German to me, that I may find out if I still remem-
ber it. Now I only know the language of my new
country." The Baroness spoke a few words of Ger-
man; the Queen pondered for a few seconds, and
then went on, " Ah! I am delighted to hear German
again; you speak it, Madame, like a Saxon, with no
Alsatian accent, which surprises me, German is a
fine language; but French, it seems to me, when I
hear my children speaking, the sweetest language in
the world!"